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A PRELIMINARY OBSERVATION ON THE ORCHIDACEAE OF SOUTH INDIA 


A. V. N. Rao 

Botanical Survey of India, Yercaud 
ABSTRACT 

In this paper information on 84 species of orchids of South India preserved in the Regional 
Herbarium, Coimbatore and under cultivation in the Orchidarium at Yercaud, is furnished. This is 
based on the data collected in the field and observations made in the Orchidarium. The nomenclature of 
these orchids has been brought up-to-date, wherever possible. 


INTRODUCTION 

After the description of a few orchids of South 
India in Hortus Indicus Malabaricus by van 
Rheede (1678 to 1703), many botanists made orchid' 
collections from various parts of the then Madras 
Presidency, thereby contributing to the knowledge 
of the orchid -flora of the Presidency. Most of their 
collections were deposited in the Central National 
Herbarium, Sibpur; the Madras Herbarium, Coim¬ 
batore and Kew Herbarium, England. 

.tischer (1928), in Gamble’s Flora of the Presi¬ 
dency of Madras gave valuable information on the > 
orchids of Madras Presidency comprising the pre¬ 
sent South Indian States of Madras, Kerala, parts of 
Mysore and Andhra Pradesh. Fyson (1932) alsO! 
contributed to the knowledge of the orchid flora 
of Hill Stations of South India. Since then Joseph 
(1962 & 1963) and Ladwa & Kulkarni (1963) have 
made a few reports on the orchids of Anamalai and 
Kemmangundi regions of the Western Ghats. The 
wild orchids of these areas are not sufficiently 
known and have been largely neglected all these 
years except for a few of them under cultivation 
in Sacred Heart College, Shembaganur; Botanic 
Gardens, Ooty and Government ’ Gardens, Banga¬ 
lore. 

The Southern Circle of the Botanical Survey of 
India established an Orchidarium at Yercaud in 
Shevaroy Hills in 1963 with a view to bring into 
cultivation the various wild orchids of India. Ex¬ 
tensive collections have been made during the last 
two years and useful information on the various 
aspects of the orchid growth 1 has been recorded. 

The present paper provides detailed information 
on the orchids of South India. These particulars 
are mainly based on the data collected in the field 
and observations made in the Orchidarium. The 
nomenclature of these orchids has been brought*up- 
to-date wherever possible (Santapau and Kapadia 
1 959* 19 60 . 196 *. 1963 & 1963 )- All the herbarium 
specimen* under reference in this paper arc preserv¬ 


ed in the Regional Herbarium, Botanical Survey of 
India, Southern Circle, Coimbatore. 

Fischer reports 60 genera with 194 species of 
orchids. Among these Dendrobium has the lar¬ 
gest number of species (14) followed by Liparts (12) 
and Oberonia (11) among epiphytes, while among 
terrestrials, Habenaria (28) has the largest number 
of species. 

This paper relates to only 84 species representing 
39 genera of orchids, with Oberonia (8) presenting 
the largest number of species, followed by Dendro¬ 
bium (7) among epiphytes and Habenaria (12) hav¬ 
ing the largest number of species among terrestrials. 

Fyson reports 25 genera with 60 species for South 
Indian Hill Stations. This paper provides inform¬ 
ation on orchids of other South Indian Hill Stations 
also. Further, Fyson reports only 13 species of 
orchids for Yercaud (Shevaroys), whereas this 
paper provides data on 19 species of orchids of 
Shevaroys. 

In the present account information is provided- 
on districtwise distribution with the exact place of 
collection, in addition to variation in flower colour, 
flowering and fruiting time of most of the species—^ 
data hitherto not reported in any similar paper on 
orchids of South India. 

ENUMERATION 

Acampe praemorsa (Roxb.) Blatt. & McC. 

Epiphyte. Flowers yellow barred with red stripes; 
Flowering: May to July. Fruiting: July onwards. 
Coimbatore Dt.: K. Subramanyam 3018, Walaiyar 
near Kerala border, 367m, 6-5-1957. Madurai Dt.: 
K. Subramanyam 3982, Periaruvi, Alagar Hills, 
400 ni, 13-6-1957; K. M, Sebastine 12571, Combai, 
350 m, 14-6-1961. Palghat Dt.: /. Joseph 17022, 
Walaiyar Forest, 100 m, 9-7-1963; E. Vajravelu 
19042, Walaiyar Forest, 85 m, 23-5-1964. 
Acanthophippiuin tricolor Lindl. 

Terrestrial Flowers yellow with pink tinge. 
Flowering: May and June. Fruitingl june onwards. 
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Salem Dt.; A. V. 2 V. Rao 23069, Bauxite Mines 
Shola, Shevaroys, 1470 m, 2-1-1965. 

Aerides crispum Lindl. 

Epiphyte. Flowers pinkish white, fragrant. 
Flowering: May to July. Fruiting: July onwards. 
Nilgiri Dt.: X • M. Sebastine 3300, Parksiae Reserve 
Forests, 2000 m, 17-5-1957. 

A. cyilndricum Lindl. 

Epiphyte. Flowers white to pinkish blue with a 
brown spur, fragrant. Flowering; November to 
April. Fruiting: January onwards. Madurai. Dt.: 
N. C. Rathakrishnan 16235, Bodimett, 1460 m, 9-4- 
1963. Mysore Dt.: A. V. N. Rao 23084, Himavath- 
gopal Hills, 1460 m, 25-12-1963 (Flowered in Orchid- 
arium, Shevaroys). 

A. rtngens (LindL) Fisch. 

Epiphyte. Flowers pale pink to deep pink. 
Flowering: May to July. Fruiting: July onwards. 
Nilgiri Dt.: X, M. Sebastine 3292, Kunnacombai, 
Kundah, 2000 m, 16-5-1957 ; K. Subramanyam 
10553, Karianshola, 1200 m, 24-7-1960. Tinnevelly 
Dt,: A. N. Henry 16341, Agastyamalai Peak, 
2000 m, 27-5-1963. 

Anoecbtochilus elatior Lindl. 

Terrestrial. Flowers white. Flowering: Novem¬ 
ber to March. Fruiting: January onwards. Coim¬ 
batore Dt.: X. Ramamurthy 18197, Sholaiyar Sub¬ 
mergible Area, 1050 m, 29-12-1963. Tinnevelly Dt.: 
X. M. Sebastine 9615, Kannikatti, 830 m, 10-11-1959; 
/. Joseph 15845, Naterikal, 1250 m, 9-3-1963. 
Anmdlna gramioiiolm Hochr. 

Terrestrial. Flowers dark pink. Kottayam Dt.: 
X. M . Sebastine 18421, Lockhert Gap, Devicolam, 
1675 m, 23-1-1964. 

Bulbophyllum tremulum Wt. 

Epiphyte. Flowers violet, fine scented. Coim¬ 
batore Dt.: X. Ramamurthy 18093, Sholaiyar Sulx 
mergible Area, 1040 m, 25-12-1963. 

Calanthe masuca (D. Don) Lindl. 

Terrestrial. Flowers ashy white. Tinnevelly Dt.: 
/. Joseph 15847, Sengaltheri way to Naterikal, 1350 
m, 9-3-1963. 

C. veratrifoHa Br. 

Terrestrial. Flowers violet. Nilgiri Dt.: X. M. 
Sebastine 3253, Reserve Forest near Picnic Pafk, 
Coonoor, 2100 m, 15-5-1957. 

Chenrostylis flabellata Wt. 

Terrestrial. Flowers white. Flowering: Janu¬ 
ary to March. Fruiting: March onwards. Coim¬ 
batore Dt.; /. Joseph 15599, near the bridge at 
Attakatti, 875 m, 24-1*1963. Kottayam Dt.: X. M* * 
Sebastine 18466, Old Devicolam, 1625 m > *5-1-1964* 
Nilgiri Dt,: X. M. Sebastine 5661, Pakasuranialai, 
aooo m, 28-3-1958, 


Cirrbopetalum fimbriatum Lindl. 

Epiphyte. Flowers pale green. Mercara Dt.! 
/. L. Ellis 9991, Raja Seat, 1333 m, 30-3-1960. 

C. gambielHook. f. 

Epiphyte. Flowers greenish yellow or yellow, 
mottled with red. Flowering: Almost throughout 
the year. Fruiting: Almost throughout the year. 
Coimbatore Dt.: /. Joseph 13228, Kavarkal, 1333'm, 
23-10-1961. Kottayam Dt.: N. C. Rathakrishnan 
16242, Devicolam, Munnar Road, 1564 m, 6-4-1963; 
X. M. Sebastine 16508, Lockhert Gap, 1675 m, 
15-6-1963. Nilgiri Dt.: X. M. Sebastine 4814, Paka- 
sura Hills, 2066 m, 7-12-1961. Salem Dt.: A. V. N „ 
Rao ,18248, Shevaroy Hill Top, 1530 m, 25-6-1964, 
Cleisostoma tenenim (Lindl.) Hook. £ 

Epiphyte. Flowers pale .green with brownish 
stripes. Kottayam Dt.: N. C. Rathakrishnan 16239, 
Riverside, Munnar, 1564 m, 6-4-1963. 

Coelogyne breviscapa Lindl. 

Epiphyte. Flowers white, mildly scented. Flower- 
ing:. January to March. Fruiting: February on¬ 
wards. Calicut Dt.: N. C . Rathakrishnan 16062, 
Meppadi, 464 m, 23-3-1963. Mysore Dt.: A. F. N. 
Rao 23091, Biligirirangan Hills', 1012 m, 2-1-1964 
(Flowered in Orchidarium, Shevaroys). 

C. glandulosa Lindl. 

Epiphyte. Coimbatore Dt.: /. Joseph 16168, 

Akkamalai Reserve Forest, 1425 m, 16-4-1963. 

C. nervosa A. Rich. 

"Epiphyte. Flowers white with yellow throat, 
fragrant. Flowering: April to July. Fruiting: June 
onwards. Coimbatore Dt.: X. Af. Sebastine 16689, 
Sholaiyar Submergible Area, 1080 m, 27-7-1963. 
Kottayam Dt.: N. C. Rathakrishnan 16241, Munnar 
Road, 1620 m, 6-4-1963. Nilgiri Dt.: X. Subrama- 
nyam 10513, on the way to Naduvattam from Devar- 
shola, 1800 m, 21-7-1960; /. Joseph 10098, Pakasura 
Hills, 2200 m, 29-7-1960. 

C. odoratissima Lindl. 

Epiphyte. Flowers white with yellow lip, fragrant. 
Nilgiri Dt.: B. V, Shetty 11917, Naduvattam, 2060 
m, 18-1-1961. 

Dendrobium aqueum Lindl. 

Epiphyte. Flowers white with yellow lip, pungent 
smelling. Flowering: August to December, Fruit¬ 
ing : November onwards. Coimbatore Dt.: /. Joseph 
13781, Akkamalai, 1575m, 23-1-1962. Salem Dt.: 
A. V. N. Rao 18267, Bauxite Mines Shola, Sheva¬ 
roys, 1470 m, 8-10-1964. 

D. barbatulum Lindl. 

Epiphyte. Flowers yellow or cream with pink 
tinge and yellow throat. Flowering: January to 
March. Fruiting: March onwards.. Calicut Dt.: 
N, C. Rathakrishnan 16058, Meppadi, 810 m, 23-3- 
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1963. Coimbatore Dt.: /. Joseph 15566, Pannimedu, 
Anamalais, 925m, 22-1-1963. Nilgiri Dt.: B. V. 
Shetty 11992, Karianshola, 1300 m, 22-1-1961. 
Dendrobium graminifolium Wt. 

Epiphyte. Flowers white to pinkish white. Salem 
Dt.: A. V. N. Rao 23067, Sanyasimalai, Shevaroys, 
1540 m, 2-1-1965. Tinnevelly Dt.: A. N. Henry 
16350, Agastyamalai, 1900 m, 27-5-1963. 

D. herbaceum Lindl. 

Epiphyte. Flowers cream, yellow, light blue or 
pink with yellow patches. Flowering: September 
to January. Fruiting: December onwards. Coim¬ 
batore Dt.: J. Joseph 15567, Thonimudi, Anama¬ 
lais, 1025 m, 22-1-1963. Kottayam Dt.: K. M. 
Sebastine 18417, Lockhert Gap, 1675 m, 23-1-1964. 
Mysore Dt.: A. V. N. Rao 18287, Himavathgopal 
Hills, 1460 m, 27-12-1963. Nilgiri Dt.: B. V. Shetty 
12008, Upasi Tea Experimental jStation, Devarshola, 
1200 m, 22-1-1961. 

D. heterocarpum Wall. 

Epiphyte. Flowers creamy white, scented. Flower¬ 
ing; January to March. Fruiting: March onwards. 
Coimbatore Dt.: /. Joseph 12315, surrounding 
Waverly Estate, Anamalais, 1333 m, 10-3-1961. 
Mysore Dt.: A. V. N. Rao 23079, Biligirirangan 
Hills, 1012 m, 3-1-1964 (Flowered in Orchidarium, 
Shevaroys). 

D. macrostachyum Lindl. 

Epiphyte. Flowers pale green with pink reticu¬ 
late strands. Flowering: April to June. Fruiting: 
June onwards. Madurai Dt.: K. M. Sebastine 
12584, Combai, 350 m, 14-6-1961. 

Dt nan urn Hook. f. 

Epiphyte. Flowers white to pink, mildly scented. 
Flowering: June to December. Fruiting: October 
onwards. Coimbatore Dt.: /. Joseph 10096, Waver¬ 
ly Estate, Anamalais, 1333 m, 9-7-1960 (white 
flowers); J. Joseph 12790, Waverly Estate, Anama- 
lais, 1333 m > 7"7 ' i 96i (white flowers with pink tinge). 
Kottayam Dt.: K. M . Sebastine 16484, old Devi- 
colam, 1675 m, 14-6-1963. Mysore Dt.: A. V. N. 
Rao 18204, Himavathgopal Hills, 1460 m, 25-12-1963. 
Nilgiri Dt.: K. Subramanyam 10546, Nelakota- 
Devala Road, 1200 m, 24-7-1960; K. Subramanyam 
10590, Naduvattam, 2000m, 25-7-1960. Salem Dt.: 
A' E- H, Rao 18259, Bauxite Mines Shola, Sheva¬ 
roys, 1470 m, 24-8-1964. 

Diplocentrum recurvum Lindl. 

Epiphyte. Flowers pink, fragrant. Flowering: 
April to July. Fruiting: July onwards. Kottayam 
Dt.: K- M. Sebastine 18399, Chinnakanal, Devico- 
lam, 1500m, ao-4-1964, Madurai Dt.: N. C. Ratha- 
hrishnan 16236, $odimett Top, 1460 m, 9-4-1963. 
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Salem Dt.: A. V. N. Rao 18250, Shevaroy Hill Top, 
1530 m, 25-6-1964. 

Epipogiom roseum (D. Don) Lindl. 

Saprophyte. Flowers dull white with pinkish 
streaks. Coimbatore Dt.: J. Joseph 13820, Yanai- 
kundhi Shola, 750 m, 29-1-1962. 

Eria braccata Lindl. 

Epiphyte. Flowers white, mildly scented. Flower¬ 
ing: June to October. Fruiting: August onwards. 
Kottayam Dt.: K. M. Sebastine 10585, Lockhert 
Gap, 1675 m, 15-6-1963. Nilgiri Dt.: /. Joseph 
13245, Waterfalls Estate, Anamalais, noom, 
24-10-1961. 

E. mysorensis Lindl. 

Epip'hyte. Flowers white with brown throat. 
Flowering: July to November, Fruiting: November 
onwards. Nilgiri Dt.: K. Subramanyam 10428, near 
Upasi Tea Experimental Station, Devarshola, 1100 
m, 17-7-1960. 

E. nana A. Rich. 

Epiphyte. Flowers green. Nilgiri Dt.: K. Subra¬ 
manyam 10585, Naduvattam, 2000 m, 25-7-1960. 

E. pauciflora Wt. 

Epiphyte. Flowers white. Flowering: Septem¬ 
ber to November. Fruiting: November onwards. 
Coimbatore Dt.: /. Joseph 10099, Andiparaishola, 
1275 m, 29-6-1962. 

Eulophia epideudraea (Retz.) Fischer 
Terrestrial. Flowers yellowish with lip white 
with maroon streaks. Flowering: February and 
March. Fruiting: April onwards. Coimbatore 
Dt.: K. Subramanyam 796, slope of Kuridimalai, 
700 m, 19-9-1956. Cuddapah Dt.: J. L. Ellis 15744, 
Balapalle, 250m, 21-2-1963. South Arcot Dt.? 
K. M. Sebastine 12378, Gingee Reserve Forest, 120 
m, 23-3-1961. 

Goodyera procera Hook. 

Terrestrial. Flowers white. Flowering: January 
to April. Coimbatore Dt.: /. Joseph 15551, Thoni¬ 
mudi, Anamalais, 950 m, 22-1-1963 ; /. Joseph 16230. 
Thonimudi, Anamalais, 550 m, 19-4-1963. Tinn^- 
velly Dt.: /. Joseph 15854, Sengaltheri way to Nate- 
rikal, 1250 m, 9-3-1963. 

Habenaria barbata Wt. 

Terrestrial. Flowers white. Coimbatore Dt.t 
K. Subramanyam 1341, Kuridimalai, Kattimudo 
Bole, 1000 m, 16-11-1956. 

H. cepbalotes Lindl. 

Terrestrial. Flowers white, fragrant. Nilgiri. Dt.; 
K. Subramanyam 10594, Naduvattam-Ooty Road, 
26-7-1960. 

H. crantfolfa A. Rich. 

Terrestrial. Flowers light yellow, mildly scented. 
Flowering; June - $ind July, Kottayam Dt,: K, M, 
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Sebastine 16504, Lockhert Gap, 1675 m, 15-6-1963. 
Nilgiri Dt.: K. Subramanyam 10540, way to Nadu- 
vattam from Devarshola, 1700 m, 22-7-1960. 
Habenaria digitate Lindl. 

Terrestrial. Flowers white. Flowering: July. 
Palghat Dt.: /. Joseph. 17174, Dhoni Reserve Forest, 
100 m, 17-7-1963. Trichur Dt.: K. M. Sebastine 
14510, Parambikulam Submergible Area, 607 m, 

23- 7-1962. 

H. furcifera Lindl. 

Terrestrial. Vishakapatnam Dt.: N. P. Bala- 
Krishnan 10856, Satwa near Araku, 950 m, 28-8-1960. 
H. heyneana Lindl. 

Terrestrial. Flowers white. Flowering: July to 
October. Fruiting: October onwards. Nilgiri Dt.: 
K. Subramanyam 10561, Karianshola, 1400 m, 

24- 7-1960. Salem.Dt.: A. V. N. Rao 18265, Sheva- 
roy Hill Top, 1530 m, 5-10-1964. 

H. iongiconuculata Graham 
Terrestrial. Flowers white. Kottayam Dt.: 
K. M. Sebastine 17490, Lockhert Gap, 1675 m, 
10-10-1963. 

H. longicomo Lindl. 

Terrestrial. Flowers white. Flowering: August 
to November. Nilgiri Dt.: K. Subramanyam 1139, 
Kithottapalam, Kotagiri, 1500 m, 24-10-1956; K. M. 
Sebastine 4186B, Pakasuramalai, 3067 m, 28-8-1957 ; 
K. M. Sebastine 3963, Pakasuramalai, 2000 m, 
30-8-1957. Salem Dt.: A. V. N. Rao 18260, Bears 
Cave, Shevaroys, 1450 m, 6-9-1964. 

H. marginata Coleb. 

Terrestrial. Flowers yellowish, mildly scented. 
Medak Dt.: K. M. Sebastine 6809, Narasapur Town, 
713 m, 28-9-1958. 

H. plantaginea Lindl. 

Terrestrial. Flowers white. Flowering: Septem¬ 
ber to December. Fruiting: November onwards. 
North Arcot Dt.: K. Subramanyam 7430, way to 
Kambukudi, 900 m, 12-12-1958. Palghat Dt.: 

J. \Joseph 17809, Sappal Hill, Dhoni Reserve Forests, 
25pm, 21-10-1962. Tiruchirapalli Dt.: K. M. Sebas¬ 
tine 7011, way to top of Chengattupatti, 533 m, 
28-10-1958. Vishakapatnam Dt.: N. P. Balakrishnan 
>0972, Ananthagiri Reserve Forests, 1100 m, 1-9-1960. 
H. ptetyphylla (Willd.) Spreng. 

Terrestrial. Flowers white. Flowering: August 
to November. Fruiting: October onwards. Chit- 
toor Dt.: K. Subramanyam 6915, Mammadur 
Valley, 200m, 12-10-1958. Coimbatore Dt.: K. 

Ramamurthy 14773, Nellimalai Reserve Forests, 
400m, 16-10-1962. Medak Dt.: K. M. Sebastine 
6769, Pedhakutta, 733 pa, 263-1958. Tinnevelly Dt.: 

J-. Joseph 15162, Kalakkadu Reserve Forests, 300 m, 
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8-11-1962. Warangal Dt.: K. M. Sebastine 13133* 
Western side of Pakhal Lake, 300 m, 8-8-1961. 
a rariflora A. Rich. 

Terrestrial. Flowers white, fragrant. Flowering: 
August to December. Fruiting: November on¬ 
wards. Coimbatore Dt.: K. Subramanyam 1342, 
Kuridimalai, Kattimude Bole, 1000 m, 16-11-1956. 
Mysore Dt.: A. V. N. Rao 18203, Himavathgopal 
Hills, 1460 m, 25-12-1963. Nilgiri Dt.: K. M. Sebas¬ 
tine 4186A, Pakasuramalai, 2067 m, 25-8-1957. Salem 
Dt.: K. Subramanyam 6608, Brooklyn, Shevaroys, 
1587 m, 14-9-1958. 

Liparis atropurpurea Lindl. 

Terrestrial. Flowers pink. Flowering: June to 
September. Fruiting: September onwards. Kotta¬ 
yam Dt.: K. M. Sebastine '17563, Devicolam, 1675 
m, 14-10-1963. Salem Dt.: A. V. N. Rao 18263, 
Marapalla, Shevaroys, 1350 m, 7-9-1964. 

L. platyphylla Ridl. 

Terrestrial. Flowers green. Nilgiri Dt.: K, Subra¬ 
manyam 10460, Benne Forests, 1000 m, 18-7-1960. 

L. viridiflora Lindl. 

Epiphyte. Flowers greenish yellow. Flowering: 
September to January. Fruiting: November on¬ 
wards. Coimbatore Dt.: K. Ramamurthy 18094, 
Sholaiyar Submergible Area, 1040 m, 25-12-1963. 
Mysore Dt.: A. V. N. Rao 18207, Biligirirangan 
Hills, 1012 m, 27-12-1963. 

L. wightiana Thw. 

Terrestrial. Flowers greenish with two brown 
streaks on the lip. Nilgiri Dt.: K. Subramanyam 
10539, way to Naduvattam from Devarshola, 1700 
m, 22-7-1960. 

Luisia teretifolia Gaud. 

Epiphyte. Flowers pale green with dark pink 
lip. Flowering: June to September. Fruiting: 
September onwards. Nilgiri Dt.: K . M. Sebastine 
4059, Lower Tiger Hills, Coonoor, 1666 m, 27-7-1957. 
Salem Dt.: A. V. N. Rao 23059, Orchidarium area, 
Shevaroys, 1380m, 2-1-1965. Tinnevelly Dt.: K. 
Subramanyam 5001, Thekkumalai, Courtallam, 667 
m, 19-12-1957. Trichur Dt.: K. M. Sebastine 4059, 
Parambikulam Submergible Area, 1240 m, 26-7-1962. 
Vishakapatnam Dt.: G. V. Subba Rao 19659, on 
the Eastern Slope of Galiconda, 1275 m, 16-5-1964. 
Malaxis densiflora (A. Rich.) O. Kuntze 
Terrestrial. Flowers pinkish green. Nilgiri Dt.: 
K. Subramanyam 10537, way to Naduvattam from 
Devarshola, 1700 m, 22-7-1960. 

M. versicolor (Lindl.) Sant. & Kapadia 
Terrestrial. Flowers white of greenish yellow or 

pale pink or pink. Flowering: June to October. 
Fruiting: September to December. Coimbatore 
Dt.: /. Joseph 10097, Waverly Estate, Anamalais, 
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J 333 m > 9 ‘ 7 ‘ I 9 ^° > /• Joseph 12741, Attakatti, 1000 
m, 6-7-1961 ; J. Joseph 14148, Andiparaishola, 1400 
m, 23-6-1962 (white flowers); J. Joseph 14216, Andi¬ 
paraishola, 1200 m, 29-6-1962 (pink flowers). Madurai 
Dt.: A. V. N. Rao 18257, Tiger Shola, Kodaikanal, 
2040 m, 18-7-1964. Nilgiri Dt.: K. Subramanyam 
10520, way to Naduvattam from Devarshola, 1800 
m, 21-7-1960. Salem Dt.: K. Subramanyam 6597, 
Kakasholai, Balpiadies Estate, Shevaroys, 1667 m, 
14-9-1958; A, V. N. Rao 18258, Bauxite Mines 
Shola, Shevaroys, 1470 m, 24-8-1964. Vishakapat- 
nam Dt.: N. P. Balakrishnan 10917, Sunkarimetta 
Reserve Forests, 1200 m, 29-8-1960. 

Nervilia aragoana Gaud. 

Terrestrial. Palghat Dt.: /. Joseph 17820, Sappal 
Hill, Dhoni Reserve Forests, 250 m, 21-10-1963. 
Oberonia anamalayana Joseph 
Epiphyte. Fiowers with olive brown lip. Coim¬ 
batore Dt.: J. Joseph 13537A, Waverly Estate 
Reserve Forest, Anamalais, 1500 m, 16-1-1961 ; /. 
Joseph 15570, Valparai, 1025 m, 22-1-1963. 

O, brauoniana Wt. 

Epiphyte. Flowers straw coloured. Flowering: 
July to January. Fruiting: October to March. 
Calicut Dt.: N. C. Rathakrishnan 16061, Meppadi, 
810 m, 23-3-1963. Coimbatore Dt.: J. Joseph 13074, 
Waverly Estate, 1250 m, 22-10-1961. Mysore Dt.: 
A. V . N. Rao 18210, Biligirirangan Hills, 1200 m, 
31-12-1963. Nilgiri Dt.: K. Subramanyam 10584, 
Naduvattam, 2000 m, 25-7-1960. Salem Dt.: 

v • iy ‘ Kao 23066, Shevaroy Hill Top, 1530 m, 
2-1-1965. 

O. enwformis (Sm. ex Rees) Lindl. 

Epiphyte. Flowers orange yellow. Flowering: 
January to March. Fruiting: March onwards. 
Salem Dt.: A. V. N. Rao 23066, Shevaroy Hill Top, 
I 53 °m, 2-1-1965. Trichur Dt.: K. M. Sebastine 
15668, Parambikulam Submergible Area, 607 m, 
4-2-1963. 

O. proudlockii King & Pantl. 

Epiphyte. Flowers yellow. Mysore Dt.: A. V. N. 
Rao 18205, Himavathgopal Hills, 1460 m, 26-12- 
1963. Nilgiri Dt.: B. V. Shetty 11991, Karianshola, 
1300 m, 22-1-1961. 

O, santapaui Kapadia 

Epiphyte. Flowers light pink. Trichur Dt.: K. 
M. Sebastine 16238, Parambikulam Submergible! 
Area, 607 m, 20-11-1962. 

O. verticillata Wt. 

Epiphyte. Flowers orange coloured. Flowering: 
September to January* Fruiting: November on^ 
war«s. «juei U xjt.: K. Subramanyam 6585, Balma- 
dies Estate, Shevaroys, 1667 m, 14-0.10C8 ' A V N 
Rao 18268, Shevaroy HfllTop, 
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O. wightiana Lindl. 

Epiphyte. Flowers pale yellow. Flowering: 
December to April. Fruiting: March onwards. 
Coimbatore Dt.: /. Joseph 16202, Akkamalai Grass 
fields, 1425 m, 17-4-1963. Kottayam Dt.; N.'C. 
Rathakrishnan 16238, Riverside, Munnar, 1564 m, 
6-4-1963 ; K. M. Sebastine 17517, Devicolam, 1550 m, 
11-10-1963. Madurai Dt.: A. V. N. Rao 18256, 
Fairy Falls, Kodaikanal, 2040 m, 18-7-1964. Mysore 
Dt.: A. V. N. Rao 18206, Himavathgopal Hills, 
1460 m, 26-12-1963. 

O. zeylanica Hook. f. 

Epiphyte. Madurai Dt.: K. Subramanyam 9514# 
Aruna Estate, 1540 m, 24-10-1959. 

Peristylus goodyeroides Lindl. 

Terrestrial. Flowers white or greenish yellow, 
scented. Flowering: July and August. Nilgiri Dt.: 
K. Subramanyam 10497, Mudumalai, 1100 m, 20-7- 
1960. Trichur Dt.: K. M. Sebastine 14506, Parana- • 
bikulam Submergible Area, 1240 m, 23-7-1962. Vish* 
akapatnam Dt.: N. P. Balakrishnan 10752, besides 
stream of Araku Valley, 950 m, 23-8-1960. 

P. richardianus Wt. 

Terrestrial. Flowers greenish yellow. Nilgiri Dt.: 
K. Subramanyam 10538, way to Naduvattam from 
Devarshola, 1700 m, 22-7-1960. 

Pholidota Imbricate (Roxb.) Lindl. 

Epiphyte. Flowers white with pinkish tinge. 
Flowering: July to September. Fruiting: August 
onwards. Coorg Dt.: N. C . Rathakrishnan j A. V . N. 
Rao 23064, Virajpet, 900 m, 5-11-1963 (Flowered in 
Orchidarium, Shevaroys). Trichur Dt.: K. Rama - 
murthy 14363, Parambikulam Submergible Area, 
1240 m, 27-9-1962. 

Phyllomphax obcordata Schltr. 

Terrestrial. Flowers violet. Flowering: June and 
July. Kottayam Dt.: K. A?. Sebastine 16501, Lock- 
hert Gap, 1675m, 15-6-1963. Nilgiri Dt,:- K. Sub¬ 
ramanyam 10515, way to Naduvattam from Devar¬ 
shola, 1800 m, 21-7-1960. 

Polystachya flavescens (Bl.) J. J„ Smith 
Epiphyte. Flowers brown. Flowering: June to 
August. Fruiting: August onwards. Mysore Dt.: 
A. V. N. Rao 18212, Biligirirangan Hills, 1012 m, 
1-1-1964. Nilgiri Dt.: K. Subramanyam 10552, Kar¬ 
ianshola, 1200 m, 24-7-1960. Salem Dt.: A, V. N. Rao 
23060, Sanyasimalai, Shevaroys, 1540 m, 2-1-1965. 
Rhynchosiylis return BL 

Epiphyte. Cannanore Dt.: A. V. N. Rao 23071, 
Quilandi, 2-1-1965. 

Saccolabium filifotme Lindl. 

Epiphyte. Flowers brownish yellow. Flowering 
July to January. Fruiting: October onwards. Coim¬ 
batore Dt.: J. Joseph* 13778, Akkamalai, 1573m* 
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23-1-1962. Madurai Dt.: A. V. N. Rao 18251, between 
Fairy Falls and Pillar Rock, Kodaikanal, 2040 m, 
18-7-1964. 

Saccolabium jerdonianum Reichb. f. 

Epiphyte. Flowers white. Flowering: July to Sep¬ 
tember. Fruiting: September onwards. Madurai 
Dt.: K. Subramanyam 9491, Aruna Estate, 1500m, 
23-10-1959. 

S. pukhellunt (Wt.) Fischer 
Epiphyte. Flowers greenish yellow with large 
purple blotches on sepals and petals. Flowering: 
June to August. Fruiting: September onwards. 
Calicut-Dt.: N. C. Rathakrishnan 16059, Vayithri, 
800m, 23-3-1963. Salem Dt.: A.V.N. Rao 23070, 
Bauxite Mines Shola, Shevaroys, 1470 m, 2-1-1965. 
S. roseum Lindl. 

Epiphyte. Flowers creamy white. Coimbatore Dt.: 
/. Joseph 11732, Waverly Estate, Anamalais, 1333 m, 
26-11-1960. 

Sarcaathns peninsularis Dalz. 

Epiphyte. Coimbatore Dt.: /. Joseph 16233, Kad- 
amparai Forest, 875 m, 20-4-1963. 

Satyrium neiigherrense Wt. 

Terrestrial. Flowers pink, fragrant. Flowering: 
July. Nilgiri Dt.: K. Subramanyam 10526, way-to 
Naduvattam from Devarshola, 1500 m, 22-7-1960; 
K. Subramanyam 10595, Naduvattam-Ooty Road, 
36-7-1960. 

S. nepaJense Don 

Terrestrial. Flowers rose, fragrant. Kottayam Dt.: 
K. M.-Sebastine 17552, Devicolam, 1675 m, 14-10 
* 9 6 3 - 

SMtookera lanceolate (Wt.) O. Kuntze 
Epiphyte. Flowers white. Coimbatore Dt.: /. 
Joseph 10099, Waverly Estate, Anamalais, 1333 m, 
9-7-1960; /. Joseph 15544, Akkamalai Reserve For¬ 
est, 1500 m, 21-1-1963. 

S. latifolia O. Kuntze- 

Epiphyte. Coimbatore Dt.: /. Joseph 14144, 
Andiparai Shola, 1400 m, 23-9-1962. 

Spathoglrttis plicate Bl. 

Terrestrial. Flowers lilac. Tinnevelly Dt.; K. M. 
Sebastine 9605, way to Kannikatti, 350 m, 10-11- 
1959 - 

Spirmthes lancea (Thunb. ex Sw.) Backker 

Terrestrial. Flowers white. Flowering; April. 
Coimbatore Dt.: J. Joseph 16194, Akkamalai Hills, 
1375 m, 17-4-1963. Kottayam Dt.: K. Subramany¬ 
am 10239, along Devicolam Lake, 2067 m, 15-4-1960. 
Taisia bicomis Benth. 

Terrestrial. Flowers yellow, fine scented. Coimba¬ 
tore Dt.: K. Ramamurthy 18123, Sholaiyar Sub- 
itoergible Area, 1040 iri, 26-12-1963. 


Thelasis pygmaea Lindl. 

Epiphyte. Flowers yellowish. Trichur Dt.: K. 
Ramamurthy 16119, Parambikulam Submergible 
Area, 607 m, 7-4-1963. 

Vanda spatholata Spr. 

Epiphyte. Flowers yellow. Flowering: June to 
August. Fruiting: August onwards. Coimbatore Dt.: 
K. M. Sebastine 467, Chinnathadagam, 653 m, 4-8- 
1956. Madurai Dt.: K. M. Sebastine Combai, 

350 m, 14-6-1961. Tiruchirapalli Dt.: K. M. Sebas¬ 
tine 6251, way to Changattupatti, 833 m, 9-8-1958. 

V. tessellata (Roxb.) Hook. 

Epiphyte. Flowers brown, scented. Flowering: 
June to August. Fruiting: August onwards. Kur- 
nool Dt.: /. L. Ellis 16781, Chelama, 365 m, 8-7- 

1963. Madurai Dt.: K. M. Sebastine 12587, Combai, 
350 m, 14-6-1961. Tanjore Dt.: K. M. Sebastine, 
Kodikarai, sea level, 13-8-1960. 

V. testacea(LindL) Reichb. f. 

Epiphyte. Flowers yellow with pinkish spots on 
the lip. Flowering: March to May. Fruiting: April 
onwards. Coimbatore Dt.: K. M. Sebastine 2776, 
Vellingiri to Siruvani, 1000 m, 15-4-1957; K. Sub¬ 
ramanyam 3019, Valaiyar near Kerala border, 367 m, 
6-5-1957; N. C. Rathakrishnan 16057, Valaiyar, 
467 m, 23-3-1963. Kottayam Dt.: K. M. Sebastine 
18302, Chinnar to Mariyur, 725 m, 19-4-1964. Madu¬ 
rai Dt.: K. Subramanyam 5799, way to Sirumalai, 
933 m, 26-4-1958; B. V. Shetty 10275, near Vanna- 
thiparai Reserve Forest, 540 m, 24-4-1960. Salem 
Dt.: A. V. N. Rao 23072, Bauxite Mines Shola, She¬ 
varoys, 1470m, 2-1-1965. Vishakapatnam Dt.: G. V. 
Subba Rao 19658. on the Eastern Slopes of Galikon- 
da, 1275 m, 16-5-1964. 

Zeuxine longilabris Benth. ex Hook. f. 

Terrestrial. Flowers white or yellow. Flowering: 
March to May. Calicut Dt.: /. L. Ellis 18603, Sul- 
tanbattery, 950 m, 8-2-1964. Tinnevelly Dt.: K. Sub¬ 
ramanyam 5618, Thenkumalai, Courtallam, 833 m, 
21-3-^58; K. M. Sebastine 5844, Kakachi, 1700 m, 
8-5-1958; /. Joseph 15848, Sengaltheri, way to Nate- 
rikal, 1350 m, 9-3-1963. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The author records his debt of gratitude to Dr. 
K. M. Sebastine, M. A., Ph. D. (Edin.), Regional 
Botanist, Botanical Survey of India, Southern Circle, 
Coimbatore for his valuable guidance and encourage¬ 
ment during the course of this work'. The author 
also desires to express his thanks to all his collea¬ 
gues in Botanical Survey of India, Southern Circle, 
Coiinbatore and in Orchidarium and Experimental 
Garden, Yercaud for their kind encouragement 







1966] 


RAO: A PRELIMINARY OBSERVATION ON THE ORCHIDACEAE OF SOUTH INDIA 


227 


and co-operation during the course of this investi¬ 
gation, 

LITERATURE CITED 

Fischer, C. E. C. in Gamble’s FI. Pres. Madras 8 : 1399-1478, 
2:1928. 

Fyson, P. F. The Flora of the South Indian Hill Stations 1: 556-596, 
1932 ; 2:486-531, 1932. 


Joseph, J. A new record of orchid for India. /. Indian bot. Soc . 
41 : 297-299, 1962. 

- A new species of orchid from South India. /. Indian hot. 

Soc. 42 : 222-224, 1963. 

Ladwa, H. R. and J. S. Kulkarni. Longlost orchid of Western 
Ghats. /. Indian hoi. Soc . 42 ; 333-336, 1963. 

Santapatj, -H. and Z. Kapadia. Critical notes on the Orchi- 
daceae of Bombay State. J . Bombay nat. Hist Soc. 56:188-203, 
1959; 57 : 124-135, 252-269, 491-510, i960 ; 58:53-67, 
332-350, 595-607, 1961 ; 59 : 154-172, 382-404, 827-842, 
1962 ; 60 : 92-103, 1963. 



